
People to follow:

@lamb_heart_tea
A great person to follow 
who shares a number of 
great ideas and activities 

for history lessons 
Recently sharing about

hexagons, revision 
clocks and  pop ups. 

@MrJPteach
A history teacher 

tweeting lots of useful 
ideas for the classroom.  

Ranging from 
differentiation idea  to 

classroom activities 

@sehartsmith
Another person to 

follow who recently 
shared a revision activity 
inspired by Guess Who 
as well as some good 

ideas for teaching 
sources.

TMSouthHistoriansT&L TIMES

Read Me:
Lenin on the Train By Catherine Merridale

Catherine Merridale creates a vivid picture of Lenin’s 
journey from Switzerland back to Russia. The book also 
provides a detailed look at the events occurring in Russia 
and Europe which led to Lenin’s welcomed return. The
book is an interesting read for anyone who teaches 
Russian history or has a particular interest in the 
revolution. 

Rating:

Welcome to the  May edition of  TMSouthHistorians’ T&L Times. 
We are busily preparing our selves for our first TeachMeet event on 
the 23rd June, we hope to see lots of you there. Don’t forget to 
check out our blog as well. 

This month’s issue includes: 
• Blockbuster 
• Guess Who
• Improving exam technique
• Tweets that caught our eye
• Teaching Events coming up

Hope you enjoy and takeaway some useful and practical ideas.

The TMSouthHistorians Team

We still have a few 1 minute spots and 2 workshop to free so contact us if 
you want to get involved.

Edition 2

• Info Checkers
• Low Stake Testing
• Rubik’s Cube Revision

We have recently released our provisional plan for #TMSouthHistorians

https://tmsouthhistorians.wixsite.com/tmsouthhistorians
https://tmsouthhistorians.wixsite.com/tmsouthhistorians/tickets
https://tmsouthhistorians.wixsite.com/tmsouthhistorians/blog


Blockbusters
This activity helps students test their 

knowledge of key words.  Fill the 

template with the first letter of different 

key words. Each of these letters is then 

given a clue for the students to use to

guess the word. For example for 1920s 

America, the letter F has the clue 1920’s 

women, the key word being flapper. 

Students play against each other trying 

to get from one side of the grid to the 

other. Students have to correctly guess 

the key word and expand on the 

definition. 

This activity can either be printed and 

laminated and played in groups or 

projected onto the board as a starter 

where students try complete a path.

This idea comes from @sehartsmith, key

people from an entire topic are added to

a grid.

Students then take turns asking 

questions to remove potential people 

from their grid. For medicine it could be

“were they from the Medieval period?” 

or “did they help to improve surgery?”.  

Once students think they know who it is 

they can say the name of the person and 

explain who they were and what they 

did. 

If you Laminate the sheets they can be 

reused with whiteboard pens which can 

be used to cross out people off and 

wiped off each game. Check out our 

website for our downloadable version.

Guess Who

From @sehartsmith



Rubik’s Cube Recap
Another great resource and activity to get students to think about the links within a topic 
or to get students to recap a topic. Originally created by @mrfitzhist which has taken 
over twitter recently and  has been adapted and tweaked by teachers across twitter. The 
original idea involves creating a Rubik’s cube template of key words for a unit/topic, with 
students then to sort them into the correct categories, this helps students recall what the 
words mean and understand what topics/questions they should use each key word for.

Adaptions we have seen:
1. Once it is completed they have a list of the key words they need to know and 

understand which are great for class hot-seating and recall, students can have these 
sheets out in front of them and test each others knowledge of the key words.

2. Students annotate and add the definition around the sheet to show their 
understanding of the words and how they link to the category. 

3. @bajokwsi added an extra level of challenge by dividing the rows into causes, events 
and consequences to test students understanding even further.

4. Add an extension to the task where 
students are given questions that 
they then answer around the outside 
of the Rubik’s cube. Students are 
given a target of how many key words 
from the cube they should use, 
students highlight them to identify 
their use. This activity helps identify if 
students really understand the key 
words and categories and can use 
them in potential questions.

From @Mrfitzhist

From @bajkowski

Used this idea already? Share any adaptions you have made with us 
we would love to see them.



Info Checkers
To help students condense their notes into 

manageable chunks for revision I give 

them blank info checkers, they then have 

to include 12 key statistics or facts for the 

topic as well as the events and their dates. 

I recently set this as a mini task for my 

year 11 class for “Health and the People” 

and then compiled the class’ work to 

produce a class set of info checkers to help 

with their revision.  Student can then use 

these when planning essay question and 

have to select the most relevant 

information.  A colleague added a 

competitive element by giving individual 

students in small groups info checkers 

with different topics who then had to add 

a fact and then swap with the groups. 

When a student could no longer add to 

their checker they were out until their was 

a winner.

This idea comes from @mrshf_hist and 

has worked a treat with a number of my 

classes. Students are given a quiz of 20-30 

multiple choice questions, followed by 

either a task to define or place in 

chronological order key people, words or 

events. Followed up a choice of exam 

questions. This can be designed so that 

the first two tasks builds up to the final 

questions. These can be set as 

homework and students can be given the 

same one with the aim to beat their first 

score. Recently Richard Kennett 

(@Kenradical) came up with the idea of  

giving exam questions with options about 

how to answer the question, leading to 

discussions about the best way to answer 

particular exam questions, which I am 

dying to try out.

Low Stakes Testing

From @mrshf_hist



Improving Exam Skills
Getting students to understand the needs of different question and then be able to plan 
and answer these effectively  is one of the hardest tasks for any teacher. Below we have 
collated a few ideas to try out. For more examples check out Lucy Ryall’s blog entry here.
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g Give students an exam question, then using the acronym 

BUG, they must decode it to help with their 
understanding. Have the students annotate the question 
so  you can see their thought process. They must  then 
annotate these three steps with their own knowledge and 
what it actually means. You can do this with them on the 
board or using a visualiser the first few times to ensure 
that they understand.

B - Box the command words
U – Underline the knowledge focus
G - Glance at the marks
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Students have to upgrade and annotate a weak model 
answer and have to explain what is good and needs to be 
improved and then tasked with making the improvements 
themselves writing our their own improved paragraph.

You could use the structure of
Bin it - removing incorrect facts or poor structure.
Build it - what needs to be improve and then improve it
Keep it – Correct facts and good structure.

Students can highlight these three features in different 
colours and then annotate. 

Fa
ct

 S
el

ec
ti

o
n

This can be a great starter activity, students are given an 
exam question and have to work out which of the facts 
given is relevant and can be used in an answer. This helps 
recap knowledge but also check comprehension of 
questions. 

Students can be challenged to come up with their own 
facts that aren't provided, and questioned on particular 
facts to check for misconceptions. You can also sneak in 
false facts which they must correct as well.
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These took the twitter world by storm a while back but we 
only just tried them out. To teach students how to 
structure their answers, create a strip that provides 
prompts including how it should be structured and phrases 
they should use.

Students then tick of each section as they write to ensure 
they have done it, or this can be done afterwards to check 
if they have actually done it. 

From @MrThorntonTeach

https://tmsouthhistorians.wixsite.com/tmsouthhistorians/single-post/2018/04/21/TL-Activities-to-embed-improve-exam-technique


Tweets that caught our eye
Source investigation into the 
Montgomery Bus Boycotts. 

Second time teaching the new 
GCSE spec and making a real 

effort to move away from the 
text book.

Brilliant history 
mystery work on the 

JFK assassination

Introducing quick revision 
techniques to Year 10 today, 

looking at key factors in Power 
and the people. Task of how 
many factors they can link to 

events in 5 minutes.

Sir, do you mind if we 
revise using your 

revision cards after 
school” – no problem! 
Great effort from year 

11

@Missddance

@SPBeale

@HisTeach55

@gemmahhistory

https://twitter.com/MissDdance
https://twitter.com/Histteach55
https://twitter.com/gemmahhistory
https://twitter.com/spbeale


Upcoming Teaching Events

We want to hear from you! Email us: tmsouthhistorians@outlook.com 
- Have you seen a Tweet that deserves a shout out? Let us know!
- Is there a Twitter Teacher that people must follow? Let us know!
- Have you read a great history book or T&L book? Why not write a review 

to share with us?
- Got an idea you want to share, why not share it in our T&L Times or Blog

There are so many amazing teaching events, here a few that have peaked our interest:

LGBTed
2/6/2018

#TMSouthHistorians
23/06/2018 

Chalke Valley History 
Festival 

25/06/2018–1/7/2018

#pedagoohampshire18
15/09/2018

Find out more! Find out more! Find out more! Find out more!

Using games based learning –
Elizabethan Snooker! The 

questions get progressively 
harder to answer (pot) as you 

work your way through the 
coloured snooker balls

Extent-o-metre to 
judge importance, 

pupils have found this 
really helpful!

@worchesterjonny

@KKNTeachLearn

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lgbted-launch-tickets-44409729697
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tmsouthhistorians-2018-tickets-39853016445?aff=eac2
https://cvhf.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pedagoohampshire18-tickets-43049754976?aff=eac2
https://twitter.com/worcesterjonny
https://twitter.com/kknteachlearn

