
1919 1920 1921 1922 1925 1927 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1935 1936 1939 1941 1942 1949 1950 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1960 1961 1963 1964 1965 1966 1968 

K
EY

 SOCIAL 

WAR 

POLITICAL 

ECONOMIC 

IMMIGRANTS and RED SCARE 

WOMEN 

 

 

 

 VIOLENT PROTESTS NON VIOLENT PROTESTS 

 

   

1972 

Start of Isolationism  

Ford car production 

doubles to 800,000  

Start of Red Scare  

League of Nations 

set up without 

America  

Volstead Act (18th 

Amendment) passed 

to enforce Prohibi-

tion  

19th Amendment 

Women get the 

right to vote  

New Republican 

President elected: 

Warren Harding  - 

starts laissez-faire 

policy 

Tulsa Massacre  

(race riot) 

Sacco and Vanzetti 

found guilty of mur-

der  

KKK over 1,000,000 members in-

creased to 5 million by 1929 

Fordney-

McCumber 

Tariff is intro-

duced which 

places a tax on 

foreign goods 

which means 

people by 

American and 

helps generate 

the cycle of 

prosperity 

Immigration Quota 

Act—3% of appli-

cants 

Al Capone becomes leader 

of the Colosimo Mob  

‘Talkies’ introduced 

for the first time 

By 1929 15,000,000 

films are watched 

each week 

1927—Sacco and 

Vanzetti are executed  

14th Feb 1929 – St 
Valentine’s Day 
Massacre 

March 1929 – Re-

publican Herbert 

Hoover elected 

President  

Oct 1929 – Wall St 

Crash  

1930 – Hoover intro-
duces the Recon-
struction Finance 
Act 

As part of that it 
includes tax cuts to 
help solve depres-
sion 

Ford car production 
drops by 85%  

1930—Hawley Smoot 

Tariff introduced  

This massively back-

fires as foreign coun-

tries put large tariffs 

on US goods which 

kills overseas trade 

Bonus Army march 
on Washington  

By end of 1932  

14 million unem-
ployed 

Industrial and Farm 
production falls by 
30%  

Roosevelt wins 1932 
election promising a 
New Deal for Ameri-
ca and wins 42/48 
states 

1933—New Deal 

Prohibition is ended and FDR 
starts to ‘prime the pump’ 

FERA—gives emergency relief 

and jobs—replaced by WPA 

CCC—gives unmarried men work 

in exchange for board, food and 

pocket money 

AAA—supports farmers—tells 

them to burn crops to increase 

prices 

Sick Chicken Case challenges this 

in Supreme Court 1935 

TVA—creates dam that stops 

floods and produces cheap elec-

tricity 

Local electric companies are not 

happy 

1933-36—New Deal not popular with 
republicans and democrats as they 
claim Roosevelt is acting like a dicta-
tor and not allowing rugged individu-
alism to fix America 

Leads to a Second New Deal after 
Roosevelt wins re-election in 1936 

WPA—Creates jobs for workers 

SSA—Creates a state pension for 
everyone 

Trade Unions and a minimum wage 
introduced 

Despite this whenever government 
spending is reduced the economy has 
not recovered 

1941—Land Lease Act 

Having failed to convince 
the US to enter WWII FDR 
tries to fix the economy like 
Hitler did by increasing war 
production 

 

The Land Lease Act gives 
tanks, planes and ammuni-
tion to the Allies on the 
condition that they would 
pay for them , if still intact, 
at the end of the war 

 

Pearl Harbour attacked 

Forces America into World 
War II 

China becomes Communist in 1949 

US convince the UN to intervene in 
the Korean War 1950-53 

Second Red Scare begins 

1950—Senator McCarthy claims he 
has a list of 205 communist s in the 
US government 

China enters the Korean War and 
pushes back UN forces 

Truce is agreed in Korea 

Rock and Roll Music swept the 
nation!  

1954—McCarthy is put in charge 
of the House of Un-American 
Activity  

March 1954—Ed Murrow delivers 
his ‘no fear’ speech criticising 
McCarthy  

April 1954—McCarthy’s court 
hearings v US army officers tele-
vised  

1954 Brown vs BOE 

Abolishes segregation of students 
in schools in Topeka 

1955—Rosa Parks refuses to give up 
her seat  

1955—MLK successfully leads Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott  

1955—Desegregation of buses in 
Alabama  

1957—Little Rock 9  

Governor of Arkansas tried to block 
9 black students entry to a school 
with Arkansas National Guard. 

President Eisenhower sends in fed-
eral army to allow them entry 

1960  - Kennedy becomes President 

1960 - Woolworths Student Sit- In  

Students sat in segregated canteen 
waiting to be served 

1961- Freedom Rides Protests 
against segregated bus terminals 

1963 - March on Washington  

(I have a dream…) 

1963  - Feminine Mystique pub-
lished  

1963  - Kennedy assassinated—
Johnson becomes President 

Some women start wearing short skirts, drinking, smoking 

and going to Jazz bars.  They are called flappers. 

Some women benefit from hire purchase and modernise 

their homes with radios and fridges and go to work 

Some women’s lives do not change 

1964—Civil Rights Act  

Makes Black and White people equal in 
the eyes of the law 

1964—Development Act  

Federal housing act to get black people 
out of inner city slums 

1964—Economic Opportunity Act  

War on Poverty 

1965—Medicare and Medicaid 

Free healthcare  

1965—Voting Rights Act  

MLK leads march in Selma 

1965 - Malcolm X assassinated 

1966  - Black Power radical Stokely 
Carmichael takes leadership of the 
SNCC (Black Panthers) 

1966  - NOW set up by Betty Frei-
dan  

1967  - Race riots in Detroit 

1968 - 2nd Civil Rights Act 

1968  - MLK assassinated after ‘I 
have been to the Mountain Top’ 

1965 - Race riots in Los Angeles 

1972—Equal Employment Act  

Gave the Equal Employment Opportuni-
ty Commission (EEOC) authority to sue in 
federal courts when it finds reasonable 
cause to believe that there has 
been employment discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, or national 
origin.  

1972—Equal Rights Act  

Stopped discrimination on account of 
gender 

1973—Roe vs Wade  

Gave women the legal right, under the 
14th amendment, to have an abortion 
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